
 

 

Climate change is real. More than 97% of scientific papers published in the past 10 years agree that the 

climate is changing and that this is caused by humans burning fossil fuels. There are many indicators that 

humans are driving the observed changes to our climate. Here are a few: 

1. CO2 level in the atmosphere are 30% higher today than they have been at any point during the past 

800,000 years 

2. The increase in CO2 levels has taken place in just 150 years, since the start of the industrial 

revolution, similar changes to CO2 levels in the past took place over hundreds of thousands of years 

3. The chemical make-up of CO2 created by burning fossil fuels is different to that of naturally 

occurring CO2. The proportion of CO2 in the atmosphere that can be linked to burning of fossil 

fuels has increased at the same rate as we have burned fossil fuels and the same rate at which total 

CO2 concentrations have increased 

 

Climate change is happening now. The earth has already warmed by 1°C above pre-industrial levels as a 

result of increase CO2 levels. This has impacted on the melting of glaciers and polar icecaps, migration 

patterns of birds and insects, rising sea levels, increasingly acidic oceans, more intense storms etc. 

Climate change will impact on all aspects of 

our community. Many people think of climate 

change is just an environmental issue, but it is 

not, climate change will impact on every part 

of our community. For example: cows that are 

exposed to high temperatures for several days 

experience heat stress and stop producing milk 

leading to loss of productivity for the dairy 

industry,  more acidic waters in ports are 

causing concrete pillars to corrode more 

rapidly reducing the lifespan of port infrastructure, changes in wind patterns will affect sea currents which 

will change beach profiles and impact on wave formation at our favourite surf spots.  

As Dan Ross (professional surfer and climate change ambassador) puts it “Surfers are the natural guardians 

and spokespersons of the sea … We base our lives in and around it. Surfers must be among the first to lead 

by example to create the critical mass of change that will inspire others to look after the ocean — our 

playground.” 



 

 

Climate change will impact coastal communities. In its 

climate change policy the Queensland Government 

recognises that “Queensland’s highly developed and 

populated coastal communities are likely to be 

substantially affected by the impacts of climate 

change.”  Several properties on the Sunshine Coast are 

directly under threat from coastal erosion and many 

more will follow in the foreseeable future. Insurance 

companies have started charging higher fees for properties built on the coastal planes, and may not offer 

insurance at all in the near future. Our tourism industry will be directly impacted by coastal erosion and loss 

of corals whereas our fishing industry will be affected by ocean acidification impacting on growth and 

reproduction rates of all marine creatures. 

The Sunshine Coast Community wants action on climate change. We know that people on the Sunshine 

Coast are deeply concerned about climate change. Recent polling on the Sunshine Coast has shown that 

over 70% of the people in our region want a mandatory emission reduction target for 2020 with over 50% 

wanting a target greater than 15% below 2000 levels. 

This means that within all the community clubs and associations across the Sunshine Coast the majority of 

members are concerned about climate change and want to see real action to combat climate change.   

Climate Action. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)says that warming of more 2°C 

above 1990 levels would cause ‘dangerous climate change’, that is changes to the earths’ atmosphere to 

are so far outside the long term average that it will have major impacts on planets ecology which will cause 

serious threats to human habitats, water supply  and food systems.  

To have a 50-50 chance of avoiding dangerous climate change CO2 

concentrations must stabilise at 450 parts per million (ppm). The best 

available scientific data shows that this can be achieved with existing 

technologies if countries and companies worldwide commit to reduction 

targets of at least 25% by 2020, at least 40% by 2030, at least 70% by 2040 

and at least 90% by 2050. 

A number of economic studies have shown that these targets are achievable with current technologies at a 

cost that is far lower than the cost of dealing with the impacts of climate change if we fail to act. Moreover 

those studies have shown that in the longer term they generate more jobs and more economic growth than 

a business as usual scenario. 

Australians are among the highest per capita emitters of any country in the world. As a nation Australia is 

responsible for 1.5% of total global greenhouse gas emissions, and our coal and gas exports add a further 

2.6% of global emissions. We are also endowed with incredible renewable resources (enough to power the 

entire world several times over). 

Paris Summit. In December this year the nations of the world are coming together in Paris to agree on 

binding emission reduction targets to the world back on course towards achieving our target of avoiding 

more than 2°C warming. 

Australia should play a lead role in Paris and commit to the targets that science tells us we need to achieve 

to preserve our planet for future generations. 


